
Calendar for December   
December is a lively month for all of us    
6th December :  communion and new member reception * 
2nd of Advent 
 
13th December : our Christmas Show * 3rd of Advent  
 
20th December : 4th of Advent 
 
24th December : Christmas Eve Service at 15:00 
  
27th December : Sunday Service 10:30 

 

Personal Testimony 
 
 
At the back of the church, in the Information Box, there is a Personal Testimony of a 
woman belonging to The International Church.  It is called “Sexual Abuse, Testimony and 
Hope”.  While Christmas is a time of happiness and family and good times, we must re-
member that there are people who have been hurt, have been broken, have been damaged.  
The holidays can be a depressing, hopeless time.  Please. Take the time to read her testi-
mony.  You might need the help it can offer or perhaps you can read it and be enlightened 
and then be able to help someone else. 

 
UPDATES!  UPDATES!  UPDATES! 

 
¨ Pledge campaign has been very good with 28 people pledging, the most in many years.  

Matt Reppert is working on the 2010 budget.  You can still pledge if you would like to 
support SIC. 

¨ The church council voted to give 10% of its’ pledged income in 2010 to Missions.  
Hallelujah! 

¨ Pastor Search Committee is still accepting applications for a permanent full time pastor 
to start in early summer.  See Seth Chancy for more details. Women’s Evening Bible 
Group starting in January.  See Pastor Rune to find out more! 

¨ Pastor Janis sends his Greetings to the church and is loving the beautiful Bahamas. 

Fun Christmas Facts         
Electric lights for trees were first used in 1895. 
“Rudolph" was actually created by Montgomery Ward in the late 1930's for a holiday 

promotion. The rest is history. 
Contrary to common belief, poinsettia plants are non-toxic. 
Coca Cola was the first beverage company to use Santa for a winter promotion. 
More diamonds are sold around Christmas than any other time of the year.  
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O’ COME ,  
ALL YE FAITHFUL! 

 
 
It is time for our famous Christmas show 
once again!  
 

 
The International Church of Stavanger’s  Christmas Show has definitely 
become one of the highlights in our calendar. It is a great opportunity for 
us to get together before a lot of us return “home” for the Christmas Holi-
day. It is also a great occasion to invite friends and family to the Interna-
tional Church of Stavanger.  
 

On Sunday, December 13th, we will be celebrating our Sunday morning worship service 
with the telling of the miracle of the Christmas story.  The adults read the story while our 
children act out the play.  The angels will be there along with Wisemen, Shepherds and of 
course, Mary and Joseph.  Many people sing songs from their own countries and we end 
with Silent Night sung in about 8 different languages.   It’s a lovely service – not only will 
you not want to miss it, but you should invite a friend.   Of course, everyone is invited after-
wards for coffee and cakes.  Please come and join us…. 

 
 
       “...on Earth, peace, good will toward men.”   Luke 2:14  
 

 Pastor Rune, the Church Council and the church 
 Administrator’s office would like to wish you all a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
God Jul og god nytt år!  

Our little “stars” from a previous Christmas show! 
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Nine Lessons 
&  

Carols 
 

Wednesday 23rd December 
18.00 

Stavanger Domkirke 
 

A festive English language Carol service 
All are Welcome  

 
Organised by Revd. Peter Hogarth – Anglican Chaplain for Western Norway  
Tel: 5155 5488   mobile: 4860 4061     e-mail: revpastorpete@yahoo.co.uk 

Supported by the English Speaking churches in Stavanger 

Notes from Pastor Rune 
 
Christmas is God’s Love towards us! 
 
Christmas is God caring about mankind, The King serving the criminal, the Kingdom of 
God has come near. Then we ought to love one another.   
 
1 John 4:10-11 
10This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an aton-
ing sacrifice for our sins. 11Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another 
 
Even in the financial crisis most of us are rich, privileged and protected. But in our congre-
gation the world has come near to us. “The Girl with the Matches” by  Hans Christian An-
dersen is shown on Norwegian TV every Christmas. This girl has suddenly come to our 
doorstep.  
 
¨ African student pastors with low income, not enough money to go home and visit their 

families. Maybe so little money that they cannot phone their spouse every day 
¨  Refugees and asylum seekers without meaningful things to do, with a lot of time but 

no one to appreciate their abilities and their personalities.  
¨ Westerners around us without the light of life, without anything to live for except mate-

rialism and amusements.  
¨ Other brothers and sisters having a hard time.  
¨ Lonely elders, singles and refugees.  
 
Let us care, God bless the world through us.  
 
Galatians 6:10 
10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers 
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Sugianto Gandi 
 
‘Sugianto Gandi  - A bit about him. 
 
My name is Sugianto and like other Indonesians I have only one name.  It was a problem 
when I entered Norway about the second name so I decided to use the name Gandi from 
part of my father's name. For most of people here, it's easier to pronounce Gandi than Su-
gianto, So the people know me as Gandi and that's not a problem at all to me. 
 
I became a Christian when I was in my second year in university in Indonesia . One of the 
seniors diligently invited me to a small group meeting  held by some Christian students in 
university. I got very used to going and felt that I was missing something if I didn't attend. I 
went to a Charismatic church called Bethany where the music was loud with clapping and 
dancing in addition to strong and long preaching. 
 
I came to Stavanger August 2005 to take a masters degree in Petroleum Engineering.  3 
years later, I met my wife, Dita, in Trondheim.  We got married on July 2009 in Semarang, 
Indonesia where the blessing and celebration was held. We then remarried (with the same 
person of course in Stavanger Tinghus on August 7th, 2009 to get the legal document of 
marriage. Believe me, it's much easier to do the conversion of the legal document from Nor-
way to Indonesia, not the other way around. 
 
The good news from our marriage is that we will have a baby coming on May 2010. I think 
he comes at the right time to enjoy Norway (Summer!!). We thank God for that, Thank you 
Lord Jesus! 
 
Both of us really like to eat...yet, it means that in Norway you should like to cook as well. 
We make various kind of food, especially Indonesian foods, and would like to introduce it 
to our friends here in Norway (especially to non-Indonesians).  You can see those foods on 
my Facebook photos. About whether I sell the food I cook?:   I would rather use the words 
"I like helping others to get Indonesian food". We like to help those interested, providing  
the ingredients needed and cooking for them. 


